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  Did you know that the South Balti-
more peninsula is home to nine dif-
ferent human service organizations
that, among other things, provide
shelter for homeless women and chil-
dren, advocate for blind Americans,
and resettle Afghan refugees?
  The offices of these nonprofits are
often inconspicuous – you have prob-
ably never noticed many of them – but
the impact of their work is felt across
the city, country, and even the world.
Here’s an introduction to each of these
organizations, the work they do, and
the volunteer opportunities they offer
you and other residents of South Balti-
more. – Steve Cole, Editor-in-Chief

American Action Fund for Blind
Children and Adults
1800 Johnson Street, actionfund.org

This education-focused nonprofit pro-
vides more free braille books to blind
people than any other nongovern-
mental program in the United States,
according to executive director and
SoBo resident Mark Riccobono. Co-
located with the National Federation
of the Blind on the west side of
Riverside Park since 1978, the organi-
zation seeks to ensure that blind
people have access to braille materials
and services. Key activities include
connecting blind people with re-
sources and support services, pro-
viding blind children with free
children’s books, assembling and
distributing a braille pocket calendar,
and administering an online “shared
braille” library to facilitate the ex-
change of braille books.
  Operations on Johnson Street are
supported primarily by volunteers
and a small paid staff. Volunteer op-
portunities include assembling pocket
calendars (no knowledge of braille re-
quired), online cataloging of hundreds
of books in its shared braille program,
and packaging books for shipping.
Email actionfund@actionfund.org to
find out about current opportunities.
Donations are accepted online.

Baltimore Outreach Services
701 S. Charles Street, baltimoreoutreach.org

BOS operates a 40-bed emergency
shelter for homeless women and
children 24/7, year-round. Incorpor-
ated by Christ Lutheran Church as a
nonprofit in 2002, BOS is one of only
three Baltimore City shelters that
serve children. With the goal of
addressing the underlying causes of
homelessness, BOS also provides
women with tools and resources to
remain stably housed and indepen-
dent. The paid staff of 14 serves about
225 women and children a year.
Services include educational program-
ming, health and mental health
services, job training, and employ-
ment counseling.
  Many members of the church and
neighbors in the surrounding area vol-
unteer at BOS. Volunteers can help
XXXXXXXX

SoBo Cares

Phase I of the peninsula’s
newest park offers
something for everyone.
See story, page 2.

prepare weekend meals (on-site or via
frozen casserole drop-offs), collect hy-
giene items (toothpaste, toothbrush,
deodorant, lotion, brush, comb), and
help maintain BOS housing units for
families leaving the shelter (paint,
electrical, carpeting). Donations ac-
cepted online provide kitchen furnish-
ings and linens for families leaving the
shelter; culinary work kits; and food,
clothing, and shelter for families
living in the shelter.

The Baltimore Station
140 W. West Street, baltimorestation.org

This residential program aims to pro-
vide homeless male veterans suffering
from chronic substance abuse dis-
order with the tools they need to live a
life of recovery, earn a sustainable
income, and attain permanent hous-
ing. Formed in South Baltimore in
1989, Baltimore Station serves 300-
plus men a year at two locations (West
Street and in West Baltimore). Staff
develop individual treatment plans
with each man, which include coun-
seling, therapeutic activities (music,
XXXXX
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art, drama, journaling), mental health
services, and workforce development.
A new out-patient program provides
services to men who have graduated
from the residential program.
   About three dozen paid staff work at
the two centers. Volunteers are a core
part of the organization, says deputy
director Kim Callari. The primary vol-
unteer activity is serving the men a
meal and sitting down with them to
share that meal. Volunteers come in as
groups (churches, businesses, fami-
lies) and individually. Donations of
toiletries, pillows, and other essentials
can be dropped off or purchased on-
line through an Amazon wish list.

Boys & Girls Clubs of Metropolitan
Baltimore
1201 S. Sharp Street, bgcmetrobaltimore.org

This voluntary, out-of-school-time
program focuses on helping young
people reach their full potential as re-
sponsible, caring citizens. The organi-
zation’s administrative office moved
XXXXXX

A Flying Start for
Rash Field Park

Photos by Mary Braman



    With this issue of the Peninsula Post,
the South Baltimore peninsula now
has a regular newspaper to call its
own. Thanks to the enthusiastic
response to our prototype issue in
March – including many offers of
support from residents and businesses
– we’ve taken the plunge to turn this
free community paper into an ongoing
part of peninsula life.
                                             This August-Sept-
                                         ember issue will be
                                         followed every two
                                         months by a new
                                         edition. Look for our
                                         next issues this year
on these Saturdays: Oct. 9 and Dec. 4.
     To build a solid base for the news-
paper, we have formed a nonprofit
organization with a board of residents
– South Baltimore United, Inc. – to
help advance our mission of bringing
the neighborhoods in this part of the
city together through communica-
tions and events.
     To build a strong financial base, we
are now accepting advertising from
local businesses. Thank you to all the
advertisers in this issue for taking the
plunge with us. In addition, we will
also be accepting individual donations
from readers who want to help the
Peninsula Post thrive and grow. Keep
an eye on our website and social media
this fall for details. (Our 501c(3)
nonprofit designation from the IRS is
expected by September.)
      We hope you enjoy the newspaper
and find the new features useful. We
still have a lot of growing to do, and
we’d love to hear from you as we
continue to shape the Peninsula Post.

– Steve Cole, Editor-in-Chief     
 

It’s been a busy first year for this
community news enterprise. We’re
off to a great start, but now we’d like
to ask for your help.
    To date, this grassroots community-
building effort has run mainly on lots
of volunteer power and some revenue
from advertisements in our news-
paper edition. But to make it for the
long term, we  need donations from
community members who like what
                                        we’ve been doing,
                                        whether it’s a deep
                                        dive beneath Federal
                                        Hill, a tour inside
                                        Domino Sugar, kudos
                                         to peninsula pan-
demic heroes, or our online listings of
SoBo events and eateries.
    Your contribution will go toward
doing more of the same. We operate as
a nonprofit enterprise: South Balti-
more United, Inc. (EIN 86-3225205).
No one draws a salary here. We’re not
in it for the money. We’re in it because
we love this community and want to
see it thrive.
    Our target is to raise $8,000 by the
end of January. This will give us a
solid foundation for the newspaper,
blog, social media, and community
events in 2022, and it will put us in a
good position to grow down the road.
     I hope you’ll join us in building this
enterprise dedicated to fostering a
stronger and more connected South
Baltimore. Flip over to page 6 for the
QR code and URL that will take you to
our 2022 GoFundMe campaign.
     Thank you for your support! – Steve
Cole, Editor-in-Chief
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Peninsula Projects Receive Grants
A new school gym floor. Stained-glass
window restoration in an historic
church. A civil rights museum dedicat-
ed to blind Americans. Repairs to an
historic landmark and community
space.
   These are among the projects on the
peninsula that received funding from
the latest round of South Baltimore
Gateway Partnership community
grants awarded in October. SBGP
funds projects in South and Southwest
Baltimore with revenues generated by
video lottery terminals.
  Recipients include Ebenezer King-
dom Builders ($100,000) for renova-
tion of the Ebenezer African Metho-
dist Episcopal Church, Leadenhall
Baptist Church ($50,000) for repair of
stained-glass windows, Federal Hill
Preparatory Parent Teacher Organiza-
tion ($45,000) for the gym floor,
National Federation of the Blind
($27,000) for the new museum, Fed-
eral Hill Main Street ($17,000) for the
creation of community spaces, and
GraceCity Church ($5,000) for a nutri-
tion education program in the Sharp-
Leadenhall neighborhood.

‘Locust Point Honey’ Sells Quickly
This was a very productive year for
the bees residing in the Locust Point
Community Garden located between
the 1100 blocks of Hull and Haubert
streets. The hives yielded 100 pounds
of honey, triple the output of the
previous year, according to beekeeper
Nicole Doenges.
    And in October the one-pound jars of
lightly filtered “pure raw” honey sold
out in 23 hours after Nicole and her
husband Matt began taking orders
online (marylandhoneyshop.com). It
was just the second year of production
for the couple’s hives and cottage
industry, which they operate out of
their Annapolis home.
   With the permission of Under Arm-
our, where Nicole worked at the time,
they installed the hives in Locust
Point in the spring of 2020, just a year
after discovering beekeeping. The
couple visit the hives every week.
Their immediate concern is helping
the bees survive the winter, which is
critical to the size of their 2022
harvest.

Grant Funds Cybersecurity Careers
A $6 million grant from Microsoft for
a program to help low-income U.S.
community college students complete
training for cybersecurity careers will
be administered by the Digital Harbor
Foundation (1045 Light Street).
 DHF operates tech programs for
youth and educators and provides
support for other projects dedicated to  
reducing the digital divide. They will
XXXXX

The bees in the Locust Point Community
Garden were busy this year, producing
100 pounds of pure raw honey.

From the Editor
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South Baltimore swing, and more. A skate park fea-

tures a bowl, miniramps, rails, and
ledges. Porch swings and a shade
lawn/meadow encourage relaxing by
the water. And walking paths mean-
der through a rain garden and native
plants and trees.
   More than 300 people attended the
opening ceremonies for Phase I of the
new park on November 5, which fea-
tured speeches by local politicians and
sponsors and a “vine-cutting” by
children from the Solo Gibbs Recrea-
tion Center. The café in the BGE
Pavilion beneath the flying-wedge-
shaped lawn is slated to open in the
spring. Phase II of the park, on the
adjacent land to the east, will focus on
recreation and fitness.
   Local pro-skater Joey Jett (Hornish)
flew over a seated Mayor Brandon
Scott (see front page photo) during
opening day’s skateboard demonstra-
tions at Jake’s Skate Park. The area is
named for local five-year-old skate-
boarder Jake Owen who was killed in a
car accident in 2011. 

Meanwhile, on Our Southern Shore…
A major “reimagining” of the water-
front and public spaces along the
Middle Branch of the Patapsco River,
including the peninsula’s southern and
western shorelines, is underway. First
drafts of what this 11-mile stretch of
waterfront could look like, from Curtis
Bay to Locust Point, were presented at
a September public meeting.
   The initial design concepts were based
on community input from surveys and
a series of neighborhood events held
over the summer. Feedback on the de-
signs from stakeholders and the Sep-
tember public meeting will be incor-
porated into draft planning documents
to be released in spring 2022.
   The designs by James Corner Field
Operations, the landscape architec-
ture firm working on the project,
envision new trails, boardwalks, and
outdoor classrooms. The Reimagine
Middle Branch Plan (reimaginemb.
com) is led by the City of Baltimore,
South Baltimore Gateway Partnership,
and the Parks & People Foundation.

Initial concepts for the Reimagine Middle Branch Plan include a new east-west
walking/biking bridge connecting Westport and Mount Winans to Port Covington
and the peninsula. Credit: James Corner Field Operations.

be administering the grant for  the Last
Mile Fund (lastmile-ed.org), which
addresses gaps in financial support for
low-income, underrepresented stu-
dents, including veterans, within
reach of a degree.
    The Fund promotes increased diver-
sity in tech and engineering fields.  The
new “Microsoft Cybersecurity Scholar-
ship Program” announced in October
will provide emergency funding, certi-
fication subsidies, and critical career
tools for 10,000 low-income students
who are pursuing cybersecurity career
paths at two-year institutions, in-
cluding technical schools.
   Unlike traditional scholarships, the
Fund identifies students committed to
technology and engineering fields and
provides them with just-in-time sup-
port for financial challenges they face
beyond their control.

Rash Field Park (Phase I) Opens

There is literally something for every-
one in the new Rash Field Park. An
“adventure play” area encourages kids
7 and older to “take a few risks” with
rock climbing, a rope bridge,  basket
XXXXXXXX
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tured between the steel mill display
and the section on Sparrows Point
Shipyard, as the two places were
adjacent in real life.
     Set in front of the exhibit is a replica
of a 30,000-pound steel coil, unspool-
ing along the length of the display
wall. The sheet of steel functions as a
timeline of the mill’s life, from 1916
when it was purchased by Bethlehem
Steel to its closing in 2012.
   The wall behind the coil showcases
photos and narratives of the lives
impacted by the mill: the hardships
the workers faced, the community
they built, and the relationship be-
tween the mill and the rest of the city.
We learn about the company town
that formed around the mill, the
progress of unionization, and the
workers’ battle to reduce the stigma
that steel workers were expendable.
   The exhibit concludes with a large
image of the top of a vat of molten
steel, painted on the floor for visitors
to peer into. “Fire and Shadow” is a
permanent addition to the museum,
so there’s plenty of time to visit.

You: The Inside Story
Maryland Science Center
601 Light Street

The Center continues its tradition of
teaching and explaining science in a
fun and interactive way in its newest
permanent exhibit, “You: The Inside
Story,” which opened on November
19. Known for its immersive educa-
tional experiences, the Center delivers
scientific facts in a compelling way
that sticks with you. 
   The exhibit, the first sponsored by
Johns Hopkins Medicine, has been in
development for four years as a major
component of the Center’s efforts to
refresh its exhibits, which also in-
cludes new displays that reflect our
scientific understanding of the “new
normal” brought about by Covid.
   The 12,000-square-foot exhibit on the
second floor is packed with dozens of
hands-on activities that encourage
you to discover for yourself your
physical capabilities and limitations.
A wall of buttons lights up one by one
so that visitors can test their reaction
time. A bed of nails invites anyone to
lay on it to showcase how, due to
weight distribution, the body won’t be
punctured.
   Some of the best activities involve
more than one person and encourage a
little competition. The “distortion gog-
gles” activity has participants don eye-
wear that purposely skew your field of
vision. With their vision impaired,
participants try to toss beanbags into
one of the holes in a wall in front of
them.
   Other displays explain the impor-
tance of nose hair, demonstrate the
wonders of eyesight and visual per-
ception, and test specific physical
characteristics such as grip strength
and even calmness. If you’re inter-
ested in learning more about your own
biology, this exhibit is worth the trip.

Peninsula Post contributor John
Thomas reviews the latest art, history,
and science offerings from our local
cultural institutions.

The Art of Healing and Compassion
(and Lack Thereof!)
American Visionary Art Museum
800 Key Highway

AVAM is no stranger to pushing the
boundaries of what a timely and rele-
vant art exhibit can be. Its newest ex-
hibit – backed by scientific research,
case studies, and original and eccen-
tric art pieces – seeks to prove that acts
of kindness and compassion can posi-
tively impact our personal and collec-
tive health.
   The exhibit, which opened in Octo-
ber and runs through September 2022,
showcases true sources of love and
compassion through a variety of
mixed media. It also explores what
happens when there is a lack of com-
passion and what we can do to address
that. It’s the museum’s twenty-sixth
“thematic” exhibit, according to
AVAM director Rebecca Hoffberger,
who is the exhibit’s primary curator.
    Pieces from the exhibit can be seen
as soon as you walk into the museum.
A small boat suspended from the ceil-
ing above the entrance hallway is ac-
companied by a quote from Martin
Luther King, Jr.: “We may all come on
different ships, but we’re in the same
boat now.”
  The exhibit occupies much of the
second floor. Three rooms and halls
contain paintings and statues and a
television displaying short films, ani-
mated pieces, and documentaries on
love and overcoming hatred.
    A series of matchstick sculptures by
Gerald Hawkes is particularly moving.
From miniature houses to life-sized
busts, Hawkes began meticulously
crafting the matchstick art at a low
point in his life when he struggled
with homelessness, disease, and addic-
tion. One figure based on violinist
Isaac Stern has a clock hidden on the
back of his head to symbolize how he
put his fears in the back of his mind as
he played a concert in Israel during
the Gulf War. The clock’s time is set to
when Iraqi missiles began falling
nearby.
    “People are like matchsticks,” reads
a quote by Hawkes. “Each of us has the
capacity to give light, or not. My work
shows what beauty and strength can
happen when people work together.”
    Quotations are a focal point of the
“Art of Healing,” as they are in many
AVAM exhibits. Plaques with thought-
provoking ideas are scattered through-
out, examining how love impacts the
human experience and how the lack of
it manifests itself in all aspects of
society. Why is it, for example, that the
United States has the largest incar-
cerated population? How is it that
money is at the root of a lot of trouble
and yet also the solution to many of
our problems?

Compassion, Steel, and You:
3 New SoBo Exhibits Open

A replica 30,000-pound steel coil (top ) unspools in front of visitors to the Baltimore
Museum of Industry’s exhibit on Bethlehem Steel. A matchstick sculpture (above, left)
depicts violinist Isaac Stern’s fearlessness during a wartime concert at the American
Visionary Art Museum’s exhibition dealing with healing and compassion. And visitors
to the Maryland Science Center’s exhibit on the human body play with an oversized
version of the “Operation” game (above, right); photo by John Thomas.
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   “The Art of Healing” confronts us
with many tough, fundamental issues
and encourages us to delve into them.
Especially in today’s troubling times,
we could all use a bit of love and com-
passion to help get through it together.

Fire and Shadow: The Rise and Fall
of Bethlehem Steel
Baltimore Museum of Industry
1415 Key Highway

The BMI is all about giving you a deep
dive into Baltimore’s long and rich
history as an industrial city. Its new
exhibit on Bethlehem Steel, which
opened in September, depicts the ma-
jor role that steelmaking played in
Baltimore while showcasing the harsh
realities of the industry. Like most BMI
exhibits, the aptly named “Fire and
Shadow” focuses visitors’ attention on
the human side of industry, showing
the work through the perspective of
the steel workers themselves.
 The exhibit tells the story of the
Sparrows Point Steel Mill, at its peak
the largest producer of steel in the
XXXXX

world. The mill, owned and operated
by Bethlehem Steel, provided steel for
World War II ships and parts of the
Empire State Building, and employed
over 30,000 workers.
    The work was steady and essential,
especially during the industrial boom,
but it was also grueling and danger-
ous. Poisonous gases, explosions, suf-
focating heat, and heavy machinery
all contributed to the harsh work en-
vironment that was Sparrows Point
Steel Mill.
   Signage on the exhibit drives the
point home: “If you want an example
of what hell would look like, go to the
blast furnace.”
    The exhibit also demonstrates how
the demanding conditions of the work
functioned as a catalyst for workers to
put aside differences. While racism
and sexism were prevalent, the exhibit
states, those who indulged such biases
would find themselves incompatible
with the workflow, which could have
deadly consequences.
 The exhibit includes photographs,
first-person testimonials, and original
artifacts. A worker’s bicycle is fea-
XXXXXXXX



to S. Sharp Street in 2018. The office’s
30 paid staff provide administrative
support and leadership to the clubs in
the Baltimore area, including nearby 
 locations in Westport and Brooklyn
and a new one on the Eastern Shore.
Programs focus on academics and
career planning, character and leader-
ship, and healthy lifestyles. The Balti-
more area clubs served about 600
young people before Covid.
 Volunteer opportunities were sus-
pended because of the pandemic but
are expected to return in January, says
Jesse Schaefer, director of develop-
ment and communications. Volun-
teers can work with young people as
mentors, arts instructors, homework
helpers, and coaches at club locations.
Photography and videography skills
are also sought to help capture various
club activities and programs. Dona-
tions are accepted online.

Lutheran Immigration and Refugee
Service 
700 Light Street, lirs.org

Dedicated to serving vulnerable immi-
grants, asylum seekers, and refugees
in the United States, LIRS was found-
ed in 1939 to aid European refugees
fleeing the Nazi regime. Its head-
quarters, which has been in Baltimore
for more than 20 years and now em-
ploys nearly 200 staff, administers a
national network of local partners in
more than 40 states that provide
funding, training, and technical assis-
tance to refugee children and families.
LIRS also recruits, trains, and sup-
ports foster families to provide care to
unaccompanied migrant children ar-
riving at the U.S. border; provides
educational and workforce develop-
ment programming to help refugees
access greater socioeconomic mobil-
ity; and offers therapeutic mental
XXXXXX

Samantha Bowman (above, right), volunteer coordinator at the Salvation Army of
Central Maryland, is gearing up for the annual Red Kettles and Angel Tree programs.
One of the long-time Angel Tree volunteers is her mother, Sue Fischer (above, left).
Sidney Wilson (right), executive director of South Baltimore Learning Center, is
looking forward to learners and volunteers returning to in-person activities in
January.  Photos by Mary Braman.
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health services to address the trauma
that many children and families have
experienced.
   Volunteer opportunities include meal
assistance, English-language tutoring,
apartment set-ups, transportation,
mentorship, and advocacy to elected
officials. Opportunities for longer-
term community cosponsorship of
refugee families are also available; see
the “Circle of Welcome” program on
the LIRS website. Donations are ac-
cepted online.

Lutheran World Relief
700 Light Street, lwr.org

This international aid and develop-
ment organization helps to build
stable agricultural economies and re-
spond to natural disasters and human-
itarian crises in East and West Africa,
Latin America, Asia, and the Middle
East. In 2019, LWR merged with IMA
World Health to form a 550-person
organization with headquarters in
XXXXXX

Baltimore and some operations in
Washington, D.C., according to the
Baltimore Sun. Programs help to im-
prove rural economies through part-
nerships with local communities to
create resilient economies rooted in
agriculture, promote sustainable
farming practices, and provide hu-
manitarian assistance when disasters
strike.
  Several volunteer activities are de-
scribed on the LWR website, including
making “mission quilts” and building
“kits of care” targeted for specific
needs (schools, baby care, personal
care, etc.). You can also support agri-
cultural economies directly by pur-
chasing “LWR Farmers Market”
coffee, which is directly sourced from
farmers participating in LWR proj-
ects. Donations are accepted online.

National Federation of the Blind
200 E. Wells Street, nfb.org

A membership organization, NFB rep-
resents some 50,000 blind Americans
and is based on the philosophy that
blindness is not a characteristic that
defines individuals or their future.
NFB advocates to defend the rights of
blind people at the national and local
level with affiliate chapters in every
state. From its South Baltimore head-
quarters, which opened in 1978, about
70 employees provide administrative
support, legislative outreach, and na-
tional meeting planning. Staff man-
age NFB-Newsline, a free audio news
service for the print-disabled, and an
extensive catalog of products for sale
to the blind or those experiencing vi-
sion loss. NFB also supports a summer
youth program that teaches braille
and other blindness skills and training
in nonvisual access to the Internet and
other technologies. 
    Volunteer opportunities at the head-
quarters location, which have been
temporarily reduced due to the pan-
demic, include helping with major
mailings and the shipment of supplies
for various programs. Opportunities
are also available with the local Bal-
timore chapter (contact Chris Daniel-
sen, cdanielsen@nfb.org). Donations
are accepted online.

Salvation Army of Central Maryland
814 Light Street, sa-md.org

Providing a range of social services is
part of the mission of this inter-
national religious organization that
strives to meet human needs without
discrimination. Active in Baltimore
since 1880, the Salvation Army has
XXXXX

been on the peninsula for generations
and in its current location since the
1990s. The headquarters staff of 18 pro-
vide administrative support for pro-
grams including feeding the homeless,
helping people with rental assistance,
sponsoring Boys & Girls Clubs, and aid-
ing victims of human trafficking. Staff
also operate a food pantry and host
volunteer events on site.
   Volunteers help with administrative
duties in the Light Street office year-
round and are a key part of the Salva-
tion Army’s iconic Christmas season
appeals. Red Kettles staffed by bell-
ringing volunteers raise funds for
many of the organization’s programs.
(A digital kettle is now available for
online donations.) The Angel Tree
program (angeltreemd.org) collects
donations of toys, clothing, books, and
other gifts for children in need. Vol-
unteers at the center help sort gifts and
package them for delivery. Call vol-
unteer coordinator and South Balti-
more resident Samantha Bowman for
more information at 410-783-2920, ext.
50103. Donations are accepted online.

South Baltimore Learning Center
(SBLC Learning Works)
28 E. Ostend Street
southbaltimorelearns.org

When it first opened in 1990, SBLC
Learning Works focused on helping
educationally disadvantaged adults in
South Baltimore earn a high school di-
ploma. The center now serves all
residents of the city with a broader
mission. “We are an education and
workforce development organization
now, preparing folks for post-second-
ary opportunities, no matter what
they are,” says executive director
Sidney Wilson. Programs include GED
(General Education Development) test
prep classes and tutoring, a “career
skills academy” to expose learners to
new career paths, digital literacy
training, and an online assessment to
earn a high school degree based on
work and life experience.
  Many of the programs shifted to
online during the pandemic, and few
learners (over 700 prepandemic) or
staff (about 25) have returned in per-
son to the center. Wilson hopes this
will change in January with the start
of the winter session. He’s also hoping
for a rebound in the number of volun-
teers – “the life blood of our success” –
who provide one-on-one tutoring and
administrative support and serve on
board committees. Donations are ac-
cepted online.
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   The South Baltimore peninsula has
an abundance of street trees, giving
our urban lives some welcomed shade,
color, and natural calm. This canopy
also yields health benefits, keeping
local temperatures a bit cooler in
summer.
  Maintaining all this green is a
constant work in progress. Trees suc-
cumb to the challenges of a bustling
city environment, and new trees don’t
spring up from empty tree pits on
their own. That requires planning, re-
moving stumps, trucking in saplings,
digging, and ongoing care.
  The peninsula would be a more bar-
ren place if not for the work of a hand-
ful of residents, backed by a support-
ive city program dedicated to boosting
Baltimore’s tree canopy. These indi-
vidual volunteers work in their neigh-
borhoods on a months-long annual
cycle to help keep local streets green,
one tree at a time.
  Joanna Pi-Sunyer’s tree-planting
focus for over 15 years has been the
neighborhoods between Federal Hill
and Riverside parks, where she has
coordinated the planting of some
200 trees. This fall, Tom Mackay
spearheaded the first community
tree-planting effort in his South Bal-
timore neighborhood. And, long-
time peninsula resident Ellen Wor-
thing has a small supply of potted
trees in her backyard, ready to fill
empty tree pits around Locust Point.
   Much of the planning, neighbor-
hood outreach, and muscle needed
to get street trees into the ground
around SoBo comes from these dedi-
cated volunteers.
    The work of these “tree stewards” is
supported by Tree Baltimore, a col-
laboration between city departments
and various groups led by the Balti-
XXXXXXXX

Greening SoBo Streets, One Tree at a Time

Joanna Pi-Sunyer (left) and Tom Mac-
kay get a new street tree in the ground
near Thomas Johnson Elementary/
Middle School. Photo by Mary Braman.
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of Latrobe Park and Francis Scott Key
Elementary/Middle School. Those
trees came from the Baltimore Or-
chard Project. Ellen went on to take
the “Tree Keeper” training offered by
Tree Baltimore, ordered more trees
through that organization, planted
them on the berm, and gradually
shaped a shaded, quarter-mile-long
trail that stretches along the top of it.
   Ellen’s current focus in Locust Point
is largely a solo effort. “I approach
property owners who have tree pits
that are empty. When someone needs
a tree, I plant a tree for them. I’m
working on two pits on Beason Street
now,” she says.
    Prepping a tree pit for a new tree can
be a challenge. A stump may need to
come out, which requires scheduling a
city crew, hiring a private contractor,
or finding volunteers to dig it out by
hand. Joanna has received grants re-
cently from South Baltimore Gateway
Partnership through Federal Hill
South Neighborhood Association to
pay for some of this work. Compost,
mulch, and watering bags also need to
be purchased and tools rented before
the new trees arrive.
   Different types of trees are ordered,
depending on the location of the tree
pit. Some trees do well in sun, others
don’t. Some grow very tall, so a tree
pit with powerlines overhead is not a
good fit.
  And, sometimes the types of trees
ordered are not the ones that arrive,
due to a limited supply and unpre-
dictable citywide demand. “Delivery
day can be like Christmas,” Tom said
when the city dropped off his trees in
October. “You don’t always know ex-
actly what you’re going to get.”

more City Department of Recreation
and Parks. It’s the backbone of city-
wide efforts to increase urban tree
canopy, supplying free trees, expert
advice, training, and maintenance
services.
    (Tree Baltimore has an online inven-
tory of street trees and available pits
all over the city. Want to see the trees
on your street? Search on “The Balti-
more Street Tree Inventory” and
zoom right into your block.)
    Joanna’s long-running effort started
in 2004 and has involved different col-
laborators over the years. She keeps
track of the multistep annual process
on a spreadsheet that lists where and
when trees were planted and possible
locations for new ones.
   Staying aware of conditions on the
street is Joanna’s key first step. “I
keep my eyes open for dead trees and
stumps and open pits,” Joanna says.
“When I find them, I knock on the
doors of people who live nearby and
ask if they want a new tree or have
already put in a request for one. It’s
not worth putting in a tree if there’s
no one who’s going to take care of it or
if they actively don’t want it.”
   She checks with Tree Baltimore to
see if a promising new tree location is
already on their list for planting. If it’s
not, she adds it to her spreadsheet and
moves on to step two.
   Joanna puts in an order with Tree
Baltimore for free street trees about
six months before planting: for a fall
planting, the order goes in the pre-
vious spring; for a spring planting, the
previous fall. She ordered eight trees
for the fall planting this October; last
fall, the order was double that.
   Tom ordered 10 trees this summer
for the first community planting
sponsored by the South Baltimore
XXXXXXX

Neighborhood Association. Two went
into a pocket park at the southern end
of S. Charles Street, and the rest were
planted in open tree pits, mainly along
Ostend Street. Tom placed his first
order of trees in 2018: three Black Gum
trees that he and his wife, Megan
Spindler, planted on their block of
Light Street.
   The tree-planting bug bit Ellen at
about the same time. In 2017 she led an
effort supported by the Locust Point
Civic Association to plant fruit trees
along the slope of the manmade berm
facing the railyard at the southern end
XXXXXX

Continued on page 6 



During dry weather, keep young trees watered. Lack of water is
the #1 killer of street trees.
Mulch your tree at least once a year with a wood-based mulch.
Don’t lean things against a tree or lock bikes to a tree. Trees are
under a lot of stress already, and a cut in the bark only adds more.
Keep dogs off trees and tree pits. Their cumulative effect
compacts the soil and adds a lot of harmful waste.
Don’t fence in your street tree. The water flowing across the
sidewalk when it rains should be able to reach the tree.

It’s been an exciting 2021 for this young enterprise.
We are pumped to hear from so many people

who like what we’re doing.
 

As we head into 2022, we need your help to keep these
community connections thriving and growing.

 
We are kicking off our first community fundraising

campaign with a goal to raise $8,000 by January 30.
Your donations will give South Baltimore United a solid

foundation for a busy year of printing the Peninsula Post
newspaper every other month, posting community

updates, and sponsoring community events.
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TREES,  continued from page 5

  Tree stewards match up the trees they
receive the best they can with the
available tree pits. A call goes out for
volunteers to pitch in with shovels,
picks, and rakes on the scheduled plant-
ing day, and SoBo is on its way to be-
coming a bit greener – and healthier.
    “Trees help filter the air. A good tree
canopy helps lower the temperature of
the environment. You can have a 15-
degree difference between a green
neighborhood in Baltimore and a
barren neighborhood,” Joanna points
out. “And there’s a lot of evidence
about the importance of greener for
our peace of mind. Even looking at a
tree is soothing to our souls, makes us
feel calmer.”

  If you’re interested in adding to
SoBo’s tree canopy, Joanna suggests
getting in touch with a local tree
steward as a first step. Here’s how you
can reach them:

Tom Mackay, SBNA
        cleanandgreen@
        mysobo.onmicrosoft.com

Joanna Pi-Sunyer
        mysobogreen@gmail.com

Ellen Worthing
        eworthing2000@yahoo.com

  For advice on an ailing street tree,
you can request a city inspection on-
line at 311services.baltimorecity.gov
(search on “City Street Tree Inspec-
tion”). – Steve Cole

How You Can Help Street Trees Thrive

Help Keep
SoBo Strong

We live in the vibrant and diverse part of Baltimore
between the stadiums on the west and Fort McHenry

on the east. Early this year, a few SoBo residents
launched the nonprofit South Baltimore United, Inc.
to help build stronger community connections among

everyone who lives and works here.

In our first year, we launched a free community
newspaper, the South Baltimore Peninsula Post, hosted

community activities like “Chalk It Up SoBo” and the
SoBo Scavenger Hunt, and kept the peninsula on top of

local news and events with email alerts and posts on
Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter.

Donate to
South Baltimore

United, Inc.

To donate by mail, send check payable to South Baltimore United, Inc.,
 145 W. Ostend St., Suite 600, Baltimore, MD 21230

gofundme.com/f/SoBoUnited2022
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                                       The South Baltimore
                                            peninsula has many
                                              neighborhood groups
                                              working to make our
                                             part of the city a great
                                          place to live. SoBo
                                        2Gether is a regular
column of updates from these organi-
zations on community projects that you
can get involved in.

Federal Hill Main Street
business district
fedhill.org
cathy@fedhill.org

Don’t miss the Holiday Fun in Fed
Hill! Kick off your holiday shopping
on Friday, December 3, with our Sip &
Shop event from 4 to 7pm. Stop by
participating businesses (look for the
balloons!) to check out the discounts,
special sales, and more. Top off your
shopping with a delicious dinner or
drink in the neighborhood.
   On Saturday, December 4 from 1 to
4pm, bring the kids and visit Santa at
42 E. Cross Street. Enjoy a family-
friendly afternoon with crafts, games,
holiday music, and refreshments.
  The business community and resi-
dents have worked together to create a
pedestrian-only zone on the north
side of E. Cross Street between Light
and Patapsco streets. We are planning
lots of events in this area, including
live music and drinks, dancing, and
more. If you’d like to have a voice in
how we activate this wonderful com-
munity space, please consider joining
our committee. Contact Cathy Rosen-
baum at the email above.
  Support your community and re-
ceive some tax benefits at the same
time.  When donating $500 or more to
FHMS, receive 50% of your donation
right off the top of your tax bill. Learn
more at on our website (click the
Donate button). – Submitted by Cathy
Rosenbaum, Executive Director

Federal Hill Neighborhood
Association
federalhillbaltimore.org
ehillsider@gmail.com

Holding true to tradition, FHNA will
take a holiday break in December.
Unless the Covid situation worsens,
we plan to host our first hybrid
meeting on January 18, 2022. More
info to come in early January.
    In December, FHNA will be collect-
ing toys for the Sharpkids Christmas
store. Sharpkids is a very successful
after-school program run by Grace
City Church in the Sharp-Leadenhall
neighborhood. A wish list and drop-
off location and hours are posted on
our Facebook page and on our website.
   In the meantime, our members are
enjoying all the holiday festivities in
and around South Baltimore! – Sub-
mitted by Beth Whitmer, President

Federal Hill South Neighborhood
Association 
federalhillsouth.org
federalhillsouthna@gmail.com

Happy holidays! FHSNA will have a
limited number of fresh holiday
wreaths for sale on December 4 from
10am to 1pm. They will be available for
purchase and pick-up at the corner of
William and E. West streets. The cost
per wreath is $37.
   New to the neighborhood? Join the
Federal Hill South Neighborhood As-
sociation! FHSNA was created to pro-
mote and protect the common inter-
ests of residents living in the area
bounded by Fort Avenue and Light, E.
Cross, and Covington streets. Visit
bit.ly/FHSNAhome to become a mem-
ber. – Submitted by Kate Pika, News-
letter Chair

Halloween returned this year with events all around the peninsula sponsored by community organizations, including the
Halloween Bash in Riverside Park and a house and block decorating contest in Locust Point. Photos by Mary Braman.

Holiday Events, ‘Smoktoberfest,’ and a Walk with the Mayor
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Key Highway Community
Association 
keyhca.org
keyhca@gmail.com

The KHCA board has decided that
after almost two years of virtual meet-
ings, we are returning to in-person
meetings on December 15, which tra-
ditionally has been a holiday party.
There will be a limit on attendance
and masks will be required.
   It’s exciting that the timing of this
celebration may coincide with the
launch of a years-long KHCA project:
the underlighting of the Fort Avenue
bridge. KHCA launched this effort
with funds that had been raised about
10 years ago to improve Key Highway.
The plan formulated by Ayers Saint
Gross, an architectural firm, proposed
several options and this underlight-
ing, similar to the Orleans Street over-
pass above St. Paul Street, was chosen.
Gable, a lighting company, was select-
ed to manufacture the installation,
and PowerFactor facilitated the power
line from BGE. Stay tuned for the
launch date! – Submitted by Janan
Broadbent, President

Locust Point Civic Association
mylocustpoint.org
contacts@mylocustpoint.org

LPCA sponsored the Scavenger Hunt
at the Riverside Neighborhood Associ-
ation Halloween Bash in October. We
were so happy to be a part of the fes-
tivities. Thanks to RNA for organizing
such a fun event for South Baltimore!
   The LPCA Parks and Beautification
Committee organized the second an-
nual Halloween House Decorating
Contest in Locust Point. Congratula-
tions to the winners: Mike and Lenny
at 1223 Hull Street won Spookiest
House; the 1300 block of Andre Street
won Spookiest Block. Thanks to all
who participated for creating a
spooky, scary, and safe Halloween for
the kids (and adults!) of Locust Point.
   LPCA aims to improve the commu-
nity in a number of ways, including
organizing fun events to bring
neighbors together, providing grant
funding for community-based proj-
ects, such as beautifying Latrobe Park
and building the Locust Point Commu-
nity Garden, supporting Francis Scott
Key Elementary/Middle School, and
so much more. If you live in Locust
Point, we hope you will join us! Con-
tact us at the email address above to
learn about how to become a member
of the LPCA. We can’t wait to meet
you! – Submitted by Kate McComiskey,
President

Otterbein Community Association
theotterbein.org

OCA board members have been very
busy elves preparing for our upcoming
first annual holiday tree lighting in
XXXXXX

keep neighbors informed and watch
out for themselves and each other.
With the city’s help, we know we can
do more together.
   “Finally, we work hard to be respon-
sive to neighbors, including the young
people and families here now, to pro-
tect and improve our quality of life.
That means bringing neighbors to-
gether, helping our small businesses
and restaurants flourish, managing
traffic and parking, and limiting an-
noyances. We count on collaboration
with city agencies to help us help them
do their jobs.” – Submitted by Rich Bad-
mington, President

South Baltimore Neighborhood
Association 
mysobo.org
executive_board@mysobo.org

SBNA recently held elections for Vice
President, Secretary, Treasurer, and
at-large board members. Our current
and reelected leadership includes Sam
Cogen (President), Greg Morris (Vice
President), Tara McNulty (Secretary),
Peter Bartels (Treasurer), and board
members Evan Pelecky, Tim Skinner,
Mike Murphy, Jennifer Eastman, and
Megan Spindler.
   This fall the Clean and Green Commit-
tee planted 10 trees at the Charles/Wells
Street Pocket Park and around the Ad-
vent Senior Center. The committee
identified additional tree pits or poten-
tial locations needing modification (ex-
pansion, etc.) and is seeking grant fund-
ing to make the improvements before
future tree plantings. If you have an in-
terest in volunteering for tree plantings
or other cleaning and greening initia-
tives, please email cleanandgreen@
mysobo.onmicrosoft.com.
    We will be holding a holiday gather-
ing in lieu of our regular monthly gen-
eral membership meeting on Decem-
ber 14 at 7pm. Additional details will
be announced on our Facebook page
and through our email list.
   For more information on SBNA activi-
ties, follow SBNA on social media (Face-
book, Instagram, and Twitter), sign up
for our emails on our website, or email
us at the address above. – Submitted by
Megan Spindler, Board Member

York Street Park. The resident-driven
Smoktoberfest was close to Nirvana
for the smoked-meat fanatics in the
neighborhood. OCA continued its fall
clean-up days in November and into
December to provide the community
an opportunity to “rake back the
streets” as the leaves continue to fall.
We have moved First Friday Happy
Hour indoors. Join us at Hard Water
Bar & Grill on the first Friday of each
month to take advantage of the food
and drink specials and meet and
mingle with your neighbors.
   The Parks Committee chair and board
members have started the process to
identify street trees and tree pits that
need attention. Our next quarterly
meeting will be held on Wednesday,
December 15. And, continue to check
out the stories and history about our
community published under the Otter-
bein History Project on our website.
This month we’re writing about the
history of Ropewalk Lane.
    OCA board members wish everyone
a wonderful Holiday Season and a
Happy New Year! – Submitted by Greg-
ory Vander Ploeg, President

Riverside Neighborhood
Association
riversideneighborhoodassociation.com
rnabaltimore@gmail.com

Riverside Connecting to Improve – On
Saturday, November 7, Mayor Bran-
don Scott and members of his staff led
a “senior walk” around Riverside Park,
providing an unusually casual and can-
did conversation with over two dozen
residents who took part. The Mayor
spent over an hour listening to the
comments, ideas, and concerns of resi-
dents including RNA president Rich
Badmington.
 “My focus was three broad priori-
ties,” said Badmington. “First, the
park is Riverside’s backyard. We need
city leaders to drive toward full imple-
mentation of the Master Plan, includ-
ing renovation of the pool, as we work
together to make the park look as it
should.
 “Second, we remain diligent about
public safety and expect to see the re-
cent robbery cases closed. We help
XXXXXX

https://fedhill.org/
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12/18 – Locust Point Holiday Parade.
Route starts at Woodall Street (5pm) and
continues through the neighborhood
ending at Latrobe Park Terrace (7:20pm).

12/20-22 – Music: A Very Jerry Christ-
mas, with Cris Jacobs and Friends. The
8x10, 10 E. Cross St. (Dec. 22 show sold
out). Doors 7pm. $

12/31 – Midnight Noon, Maryland
Science Center, 601 Light St. Countdown
to the new year with a noontime ball
drop, activities, and music by Marsha
and the Positrons. 10am-2pm. $

12/31 – Music: Annual New Year’s Eve
Bash (and potluck dinner), with Better
Off Dead. The 8x10, 10 E. Cross St. Doors
8pm. $

1/5 – First Wednesday Walks at Fort
McHenry, sponsored by the Baltimore
Bird Club. Continuing survey of birds at
the Fort and wetlands; binoculars re-
quired. Meet outside entrance gate. 8am-
12pm.

1/5 – SBLC Learning Works Open House,
South Baltimore Learning Center, 28 E.
Ostend St. Learn about adult education
programs offered and how to enroll, plus
tours of the building. 5pm.

1/10-15 – Take & Make: Kinetic Sand,
Enoch Pratt Library, 1251 Light St. Make
your own kinetic sand with a take-home
activity kit. Free on a first-come, first-
served basis, while supplies last.

1/14 – Grown-Up Field Day: Game On,
Maryland Science Center, 601 Light St. A
massive game night throughout the ex-
hibits with beer from Pherm Brewing
Co. 7-10pm. $

1/15 – Morning Monitoring Walk at Fort
McHenry, sponsored by the Baltimore
Bird Club. Continuing survey of birds at
the Fort and wetlands; binoculars re-
quired. Meet outside entrance gate. 8am-
12pm.
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1214 Light Street
(410) 244-5910

Mon-Sat 8-8, Sun 10-6
www.acehardwaredc.com

SOBO EVENTS
For the latest updates on SoBo Events and
links to additional online information,
visit sobopost.org/events.

12/4 – Santa on Cross Street, 42 E. Cross
St. Family-friendly outdoor event with
crafts, games, holiday music, refresh-
ments, and a visit from Santa. Spon-
sored by Federal Hill Main Street. 1-4pm.

12/5 – Music: Brittney Spencer, Sam
Williams, and Camille Parker, The 8x10,
10 E. Cross St. Doors 7pm. $

12/6 – Riverside Park Gazebo Lighting,
301 E. Randall St. Sponsored by River-
side Neighborhood Assoc. 5pm.

12/6 – Christmas Caroling in Locust
Point, Our Lady of Good Counsel
Church, 1532 E. Fort Ave. Meet for pizza
at the church (5:30pm) followed by carol-
ing (6:15pm) and return to the church
(7pm).

12/7 – The 1930s: Baltimore’s Decade of
Uncertainty, sponsored by the Balti-
more Museum of Industry. Zoom pro-
gram on the challenges the city faced
during the Great Depression. 7pm.

12/10 – Comedy: Shuli Egar Standup,
Checkerspot Brewing Co., 1399 S. Sharp
St. Two shows: 7 & 9:30pm. $

12/10 – Music Under the Dome: The Dark
Side of the Moon, Maryland Science
Center, 601 Light St. Experience the
entire Pink Floyd album. Doors at 7pm,
shows at 8pm and 9pm. $

12/11 – Opening Reception: 21 Artists in
’21, Crystal Moll Gallery, 1030 S. Charles
St. Show continues through January 14.
4pm.

12/11 – Meet the Artist: Wayne Kusy,
American Visionary Art Museum, 800
Key Hwy. Kusy, famous for his sculp-
tures made from toothpicks, discusses
his ship-building secrets and displays his
latest creations. 1pm. $

12/12 – Yoga at the Brewery, Diamond-
back Brewing Co., 1215 E. Fort Ave.
Hour-long class followed by a pint in the
taproom. 11am. $

12/12 – Christmas Caroling in Federal
Hill, Holy Cross Church. 108 E. West St.
Meet at the church for caroling (6pm)
followed by pizza by the fire pit (7pm).

12/14 – Celebrate Kwanzaa, Enoch Pratt
Library, 1251 Light St. In-person event
with Charles Dugger presenting the
principles of Kwanzaa. 10:30am.

12/14 – Mix, Mingle & Meet Fed Hill
Business Owners, sponsored by Federal
Hill Business Assoc. Refreshments at
Crystal Moll Gallery (1030 S. Charles St.)
and Vanessa’s Vintage Treasures (1028 S.
Charles St.). 5-7pm. $

12/15 – Music: The 8x10 Annual Holiday
Party, with Eat Yer Meat. The 8x10, 10 E.
Cross St. 7pm. Free.

12/17 – Santa Claus Is Coming to Town,
neighborhoods around Riverside Park.
Santa rides through the streets on his
sleigh. Sponsored by Riverside Neigh-
borhood Assoc. 5pm.

12/17 – Christmas Caroling in Riverside,
Riverside Park, 301 E. Randall St. Meet at
the gazebo for caroling (5:30pm) followed
by cookies and hot cocoa (6:15pm).

FREE
HOME

DELIVERY

Don’t miss an issue in 2022!
 

If you live on the SoBo peninsula,
we’ll deliver 2 copies of each

bimonthly issue to your door –
one for you & one to share – free.

 
Just email us your address

(hello@sobopost.org) or message
us on Facebook or Instagram
(@SoBoPeninsulaPost) before

January 15.
 

Our first 2022  issue comes out
February 4.

The SoBo peninsula is bounded by
I-395 on the west, W. Conway Street
and the Harbor on the north, and the
Middle Branch of the Patapsco River

on the south.
 


